
Year 5 

How did the Maya Civilisation compare to the Anglo-Saxons?  
 

Prior learning: How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain? 
 What we are learning  
Lesson 1: To recognise 

when and where the 

ancient Maya lived. 

 

Lesson 2: To evaluate 

the challenges of 

settling in the 

rainforest. 

Lesson 3: To compare 

and contrast Anglo-

Saxon and Maya 

houses. 

Lesson 4: To explain the 

importance of Maya gods 

and goddesses. 

Lesson 5: To design a 

map of a Maya city. 

Lesson 6: To evaluate 

the reasons for the 

decline of the Maya 

cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key vocabulary  
abandon 

 

To leave something and not return.  

 
city-state 

 

A large, independent city running the 

surrounding area. 
 

Classic period 

 

 

A period of time in the Maya civilisation 

from AD 250 to 900.  

Creation 

story 

 

A story which explains how the world 

was made, from a particular point of 

view.  

decline When something becomes less 

important, prominent or reduces in 

quality.  

deforestation 

 

When forests in a large area are cut 

down. 
 

drought 

 

 

A prolonged period of no rain, leading to 

water shortages. 
 

hieroglyphics 

 

 

Maya symbols which represent words or 

letters. 
 

pyramid 

 

Pyramid-shaped buildings which 

functioned as temples. 
 


